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2023 was a year where we continued our process of rebuilding and

rebounding. We continued to market our programs in the community and

regained program awareness. Our programs and services continue to build

back from the low engagement that was experienced throughout the

pandemic. I am happy to report that our Letters to Seniors Program has

remained consistently popular.

Thanks to Verona Grossi’s continued heroic efforts and commitments to

intergenerational programming, Volunteer Grandparents is strong in its

three main areas of service: The Volunteer Match Program, The School

Match Program, and the Letter Writing Campaign to Seniors.

I want to thank our funders for their generous donations. Thank you to the

City of Burnaby for its community contributions and the Provincial

Government for its Community Gaming resources. Without these

investments, we would be unable to deliver vital programs and services.

Finally, I want to thank Veronica for her dedication and tremendous efforts

and my fellow Board members for their strong leadership. We look forward

to continuing to grow our intergenerational programming and building

stronger volunteer relationships within the City of Burnaby and across the

province. 

Most importantly, thank you for being our members. Thank you for your

volunteering and participating in intergenerational services. 

Woosang Lee, 

President of the Board

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r



2 0 2 3  P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

“How can children, without the benefit of at least“How can children, without the benefit of at least
one older person, grow up to feel that theyone older person, grow up to feel that they

belong, are part of the continuum of mankind, arebelong, are part of the continuum of mankind, are
part of something larger, and hence becomepart of something larger, and hence become

adults responsible for part of that?”adults responsible for part of that?”

-.Marjorie Anderson

In celebration of Volunteer Grandparents’ 50th anniversary, it was important to go back toIn celebration of Volunteer Grandparents’ 50th anniversary, it was important to go back to

the beginning and recognize the hard work of our founder, Marjorie Anderson. The passionthe beginning and recognize the hard work of our founder, Marjorie Anderson. The passion

and love from Marjorie Anderson set the tone for the work that we continue to this day. Sheand love from Marjorie Anderson set the tone for the work that we continue to this day. She

strongly believed in the importance of older adults and the power of intergenerationalstrongly believed in the importance of older adults and the power of intergenerational

connections.connections.  



L E T T E R S  T O  S E N I O R S

In 2023, a total of 722 letters were created in our Letters To Seniors Program: 579 of

these were handmade cards, drawings, and letters sent by participants in Phase 1 of the

program, while 143 were longer letters exchanged between senior and youth pen pals

taking part in Phase 2 of our program.     

S U M M E R  E V E N T  2 0 2 3

On Saturday, July 22nd, VolunteerOn Saturday, July 22nd, Volunteer

Grandparents held its 2023 Summer Event atGrandparents held its 2023 Summer Event at

the BC Lions Game. We thank Kids Up Frontthe BC Lions Game. We thank Kids Up Front

Vancouver and the BC Lions for providingVancouver and the BC Lions for providing

tickets to our members and giving ourtickets to our members and giving our

community the opportunity to come togethercommunity the opportunity to come together

and cheer on the Lions to a 19-9 victory overand cheer on the Lions to a 19-9 victory over

the Roughriders.the Roughriders.  

~ SOME OF THE ATTENDEES~ SOME OF THE ATTENDEES
SIGNED A THANK YOU CARDSIGNED A THANK YOU CARD

FOR KIDS UP FRONT AND THEFOR KIDS UP FRONT AND THE
BC LIONS ~BC LIONS ~

Special thanks to Thomas, a wonderful

volunteer who helped us review and

sort the Phase 1 letters in December. 



Rachelle Patille, M.A. in Gerontology at
Simon Fraser University

In 2023, we partnered with  

Rachelle Patille who completed

her thesis research on our

program. She connected with

senior volunteer mentors and past  

youth participants in our Family

Match Program to learn more

about the importance of

intergenerational connections. 

“I would like to take a moment to
sincerely thank all of the volunteer
grandparents and youth who took

part in my thesis research. Your
experiences and points of view are

necessary to create more
intergenerational programs and

improve opportunities like this across
our province and country!”

Rachelle Patille
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We would like to thank all our volunteers, families, members,  and community partners. 

Your support and generosity enabled our success in 2023!

Additionally we would like to extend a special thank you to our partners and funders,

specifically the City of Burnaby, BC Community Gaming,  and Kids Up Front Vancouver.  

With your support, you have ensured that our programs continued to serve our

community. 

B u r n a b y  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  a n d  u n c e d e d  h o m e l a n d s  o f  t h e

hən̓ q̓əm i n̓əm̓  a n d  Sḵw x̱w ú 7 m e s h  s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e s .  V o l u n t e e r

G r a n d p a r e n t s  i s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  a n d  l i v e  o n  t h i s

t e r r i t o r y .

“ O u r  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  b r i d g e  a n d  e n r i c h  t h e
g e n e r a t i o n s  b y  f o s t e r i n g  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d

c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s . ”


